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It can be disorienting. And totally sublime.

BY KLARA GLOWCZEWSKA

Eswatini as if it were yesterday. | was

25 and visiting my father. (An archi-
tect, he had just taken a job there with the
UN, building low-income housing.) Small,
landlocked, tucked in between Mozam-
bique and South Africa, the country was
not then, nor is it now, on the radar of
international tourism. You would not go
there for lions roaning at dusk on the savan-
nah, but to ponder, perhaps, its unusual
social structure (the king, Sobhuza II,

I remember that long ago afternoon in
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reportedly had 70 wives, 210 children,
and 1,000 grandchildren; locals would
point out their houses) and to hike Sibebe
Rock, the largest exposed granite dome in
the world. | witnessed explosive dances in
remote villages where | was the only out-
sider,and galloped on horseback through
tall grasses, not a soul in sight.

On the afternoon in question | had
decided to drive my rented powder-blue
Volkswagen Beetle up to the Highveld,
as the mountains around Eswatini’s >



small capital, Mbabanc, are calliod. *It's not fa?
I was assarcd, “and it’s beautiful” Within mn-
uaes the road began to wind wocply apwasd.
Soon there was no onc on it but me. Then
alll traces of haman habitation vanished. |
climbed higher, until all | could see in every
direction were rolling hills and valleys streach.
img like frozen beige waves to the hoeizon. |
had never seen such distances, and such emp-
tiness. (The cities where | had mostly lived
and eraveled, and 2 Connecticut suburb, did
not affoed them,) | stepped out of the ca 1o
take 3 photo, and that's when it hit me; fear,
Not of snakes, which cveryone had warned
e shot, Mtr'aa\nddﬂl.umhngm‘-

T&C TRAVEL

Are You Remote Ready?

Answer these 10 questions. The more yesses you check,
the better a candidate you are.

¥y Y e whon. WAt e o seep o wake
Bours—or oven days—away? Work: You
mountan, desert, jungle, poler, and Sackoourtry resiatance band wit Sely be your gym. O YES O NO
setsngn. (et toep 1 mind St 3 Global Rescue:
"m0 01T vokd, g the faci trees? A

ncmeo S inpry ) O YIS 0 NO

mickSe of cowbees. (Ercugh sad) [ YES () NO

trntual swarcnos of my
Whas was | in the face of this imemcemity but 3
speck o the vorge of crasare Fverything was
ternfying: the large, surrcally round granite
boulder by the side of the road; the lone cow
that berched into vicw and starod at me, What
were they doing here? | remember backing
up slowly to my Beethe and driving away as
fasz as | coudd. | 1old no one about what had
happened, 25 | didn't know what to make
of it. Yet as disconcerting as the experience
was, over time it acquired in my mind a cer-
ain allure.

Nincacenghcentury Romaneic pocts weoee
of the somctimes misd-altering cffect of con-
fronting the glorics of eatrammclad nature—
mountsins, deserts, oceans. And of its pars-
donical cffect: 3t once awe and terroe. "l scem
# in 3 trance sublime and strange! wrose
Percy Bywhe Shellcy shoct gazing upon Mont
Blanc. | hawe incroasingly, in rocent years
and in my own ways, chased the geographi-
cally induced uncanny. At Siwa Ouis, decp
in Egypt’s Westorn Desert, | rode owt into
the gigantic surrounding duncs of the Great
Sand Sca, my borsc's legs sinking almost up
o its haunches (with a guide from the Adrése
Amcllal lodge, of coursc). On a Scabourn
cruise asound Greenland, | stayed up nighes
to absorb fully the parade of ship dwarfing
icebergs ghiding past sy bakcony. OF West-
e Asntralis’s remote Ningaloo Reef, | foeced
il 1o bob around in the open waters of
the Indizn Ocean (o life vest, the Aussic
way), dense with whale sharks sad hump-
bucks making their yearly 3,100-mile pil-
grimage south to Antarctica,

The Fxwating cpmode nover rocusred, but
F've had front row scats to various wondcrs
of the world, My quest i not unigec—wit-
mews the trips and places foatuecd in thoe
pages. Bragging rights play a role, of counse.
As surely does the pursuit of parts unknown
encoded in our genes—abways a liale scary.
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local astians, You maght plan 3 trip here to
gt away from i all, bet what's really wain-
g at the end of the world you know 1 an
entarcly deffcrent o you're about to fall
for, Adew Ravhe

Pretend

Extreme
Nl o

DOMAINE DE MURTOU Corsica It's the un-
boeel: 2 6,000-acre organic agrcultuel otase
with miles of wild comthne, beaches, forae,
Bills, 2nd scrubland, over whach are scatrered
20 17th-century stone shepherds” houses and
enarmons turned vl (a1l with hotel service).
Fwen the now 10wite “hotel” A Manda &
Martal, is spread out like a village. Ride, bike,
kayak, fuh in perfct solitude, then dene 3 the
raved-about Table de ks Forme, KG

10DGE ramatic grog:
raphy ofien makes getning to the country’s
renowned lodges an cedeal. This 36,000.acre
working sheep station in the Southern Alps,
with an onginal homestead and seven new
minimualist villas, is 2n S0.minese drive from
Chraechurch. Be active o just gee lost in the
Vicws; you woe't see asyone until meltenc M

EHA Estontd Thas year-sound Nosdic-erssensls
wellneus retrest on Hilumas hiland (gt
suites, three foeest cabins, and 3 Machclin
Groom-starmed chef) focls like another world

on the Baltic sca, in a UNESCO biosphere
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you famdy and work
for @ fow dayn? Sk ¢
e,
thecy, nchuding China. ok, (=
wa prioey SAJ ph oy umdmh-nmdbm Bt ret ot the
1000 oves ONo

messages. [ YES ) NO

Can you survive oot of 8 carry-on for & weok o

Are you ok sy with e Can - 520 planes? The trter
ok yo o, T smalier e planes got —urtd you're

Saggage slousnce and wegt. (Schodl yoursel n
e st ol lnyering, and tost your “waterproof” jacket n
thestows) O YES O MO

e

Can

Y O Yes O N0

c
2 chorus of wikdide) Where you're gong, eee 870
g Whate

preaagy

sakon
yee

OYES ONO

Can you sccept not bewng in control? Remote

QYes ONo

Aro you open to being ol shook up? Reercte
=

you Y
change you. Sorme cormpare the feelng 1o bllng

ctatend by Mother Natire Youmay sy

rExtreme
Remote
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KILCHOAN ESTATE Scothand The terrain of the
Knoydan Pessenula, sccesible cnly by bost e
an asduous meltiday hike, is ofien referred 1o
25 Brinain's last grear wilderness. At the newly
opened 13,000.acre Kikchaan Estate, owned
by Christoph Henkel (the lateat in his Dan-
ton Dostnations collection), you can wild-
swim, finh, hake cmipty trails, or boat 1o ncarby
islands to view golden caglos, puffing, and
scab. And then ropair to five rostored stone
and timber cottages with roaring fires, Ital-
ian furnishings, Scottish sextiles, a spa, drams
of whiskey, and meals a the Long House /M

0 YES 03 NO Jex Murpy

THE GREAT GOBI & PROTECTED AREA Mongola
I's the workd's mont spancly populated coun-
try.a dramatic tapostry of steppes, duncs, and
mountain. Nomadc Expeduons’ now 15-day
CGrand Travorse kicks off in Ulaanbaatar, then
heads north by private Cossna. Except for a
few nighes in their Three Camel and Eagle
lodges, you Hl secpin an expedition style &%,

respeceful of Tibetan traditions and provid-
ing 2 comistent level of comfort acrons the
country’s farthest culvarally significant coe-
ners. There are now 20 glamp-
ing sites, bodges, and Langer hotels, of which
the mowest 1 Links Kanmang, 3 gateway to
Yunaan, Remoto Lands will oeganize the nght
itancrary. KG

TRINCHERA RESIRVE £ LODGE Colorado You
an battle the crowds in the national parks
of the west—or bave a vast swath of wilder:
ness all o yourself on this 172,000.acre peivase
peoperty in southern Colorado that spans six

HOTELS China Ceopol not:
withstanding, Amenicans are heading to
China (tenth-maost foresgn arrivals in China
in 2026). If you've done the Beijing Xi'an-
Shanghai circuit, the remote u!h Yannan

! ) zoncs. Formerly used by a handfal
uihummnh»mﬂdybmopmedmdk
public by its new owner, conservationist Louis
Bacon. The 16.c00m main lodge is decoeated
vmhotwful N.waprw.mdpnndm

and the Tibetan cultural regions. Songt
founded in 2000 by Tibetan documentary
filmmaker Baima Duooji (S Lodge

pes by Maynand
Dmmrlhaemhtmﬁnmmlmm

Shangri-La, in his homctown, wa the i),
1 onc of most smnovative hotcl groeps = Awa,

’_Q ERE

o0 080 4 by the poc at the
ln-. ...._?t‘
180 oncumter 8 soud for hengs.

“ Somelimes,
you wanl no one
around and
a Michelin restaurant
15 minutes away.
Phip Hasleu, M.D;-ﬁ

reserwe, hathed in silvery northern lighe. Bue
there are two flights duly from Tallinn, and

and hack for ctfthe gnd over-
nights. The m-thnp\m power-
ful cnoegh to roveal naghboning galanes, /M

GEAR UP
1hese soom w0 open outposss
offer setll more ways 1w ges

boss im space.
SINGITA ELELA Bocswana By

AWAS! Patagonsa The lodge’s two
rw archaactiraly bokd Cent vitss
are Secagred 1o muke the pesks

it can be canly eached by helopter from
Flchinki. In winter the sca frocacs over—you
can drive to the mainland, KG

et interior, SN 207
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picking up falconry from Kazakh cagle bant-
e, inspecting fossl digs at the Faming Cliffs,
and riding along a stretch of the Silk Road.
In the B Prosected Area, you may spot rare
species of gazelle and wild hoese JM

DR. JONES BY WHITE DESERT Colombea to
Guatomala Since 2005 the expedition com-
pany Whise Desere, founded by polar explorer
Patrick Woodhead, has made the imterior of
A blc to e o
launched the Dr. Jones Col- =
lection, bespoke itncrasics =
theough South America i
3 comverted 19408 D3 3ir-
«craft that carrics only 12 and can
land on remote aintnps. Personalizod,
imencrive adventuscs where fow have
before. Departuees avaslable for 2027, KG

NKASA UINYANTI CAMP Nambes This spancly
populated coumtry can feel extraserrestrial:
dramatic orange sand dumes, pale clay pans,
bare rocks. And then there are the wetlands
of the even less visited 74,000acre Niasa
Rupars Nateeal Park, in the morthest,
lush and weming with wildife. Thas ncwly
opened sixtent camp from Natural Seloction
(3 collection of safari lodges with 2 focus on
conservation deiven toafism) hies in 2 pervase
conceion; it’s like having Botswana's Oks-
vango Delea to younclf. KG

THE DOLPO Napal Prter Masthicsson imenortal-
tacd tha regon in his 1970s clav: The Swosr
Leoprard. Pelorus, Sounded by cx-British Army
officers and specializing in extraondinarily
hard-to reach places, covers the same tormitory
as Matthiessen's two-month expedition in 12

e mordrarty Wb
Duaren, excopaoredy kow

“ Everything about
this South American
journey rekindles
my sense of childish
wonder at the world”
— Parrick Woodbead, White Desers

neghts. Youll chopper from Kathmands to
Mustang, acclimate at the Shinta Mans roort,
then head into the Dolpo for heli-assisted
Himalayan hikes, camping, and a chance 10
track the smow leopard. (Note: The calaminous
August floods were nowhere near this arca.
This trip is scheduled for 2027, and Nepal's
economy relies on tourism. ) JM

ULTEIMA THULE LODOE Alaska Named for the
ancient Groek torm for the unknown north,
this family homestead wmed lodge, in
13.2emillion-acre Wrangedl-St. Eliss National
Park, is 100 miles from 3 road (you arrme
by chartered planc). Cabing sec ransicluxe,
but the real luxary i accoss to the spoctacy-
lar wikderness via a Super Cub, a tiny planc
with ovenize tundra tires that can land just
sbout anywhere. You can now do pee and post
nights at Thule's new offshoot, Great St. Elas
Station, a Scandi-meces-Last Fronticr bodge in
the historic mining town of McCarthy. JM

Extreme-ish
Adventsere, bt with a big
dose of daily luxsry.

NINI ROTE Indonosta Ix's a bong way 10 Rote,
the most southerly island in the Indone-
siam archipelago. But it’s weeth it for the
Baliesque beaches, surfing waves, and this
pew 20wlls hoed siszer w0 the IYKYK
asdventure-plus-luxary Nihi Sumba (two
chaner flights away). It's pioncening in it
way, with 3 noepeolit hospetality scademy foe
the Rotenose that tcaches them the skallvof a
erade theie idand has barely begun 1o sce. JM

YTRI ISLAND RETREAT Norway Husoy in't
cxactly comvensent, To get there from New
York, 1t's 2 flight to Oxlo, 3 10-hour Layower,
another plane to Boda, then aither 3 five-
bour ferry or an bourlong helicopter ride.
But all that is forgotten when you armive at
this 18-coom hoecl. Explore | lusay of some
of the $00 other islands in the Tracna archi-
pelago with excellent guides, try local dedi-
cacies (whale carpacciof), take a cold plange
ino the Norwegian Sea, or buy traditional
sweascrs from right inside the homes of ®-»
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THE OPAL, LIBRA'S BIRTHSTONE, IS NOT BAD LUCK—IT INTENSIFIES EMOTIONS AND ROMANTIC TIES.
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small capital, Mbabane, are called. “It’s not far]
I was assured, “and it’s beautiful” Within min-
utes the road began to wind steeply upward.
Soon there was no one on it but me. Then
all traces of human habitation vanished. |
climbed higher, until all I could see in every
direction were rolling hills and valleys stretch-
ing like frozen beige waves to the horizon. |
had never seen such distances, and such emp-
tiness. (The cities where | had mostly lived
and traveled, and a Connecticut suburb, did
not afford them.) | stepped out of the car to
take a photo, and that’s when it hit me: fear.
Not of snakes, which everyone had warned
me about. Mine was a sudden, crushing, exis-
tential awareness of my cosmic insignificance.
What was [ in the face of this immensity buta
speck on the verge of erasure? Everything was
terrifying: the large, surreally round granite
boulder by the side of the road; the lone cow
that lurched into view and stared at me. What
were they doing here? | remember backing
up slowly to my Beetle and driving away as
fast as | could. I told no one about what had
happened, as | didn’t know what to make
of it. Yet as disconcerting as the experience
was, over ime it acquired in my mind a cer-
tain allure.

Nineteenth-century Romantic poets wrote
of the sometimes mind-altering effect of con-
fronting the glories of untrammeled nature—
mountains, deserts, oceans. And of its para-
doxical cffect: at once awe and terror. “I seem
as in a trance sublime and strange wrote
Percy Bysshe Shelley about gazing upon Mont
Blanc. I have increasingly, in recent years
and in my own ways, chased the geographi-
cally induced uncanny. At Siwa Qasis, deep
in Egypt’s Western Desert, | rode out into
the gigantic surrounding dunes of the Great
Sand Sea, my horse’s legs sinking almost up
to its haunches (with a guide from the Adrere
Amellal lodge, of course). On a Seabourn
cruise around Greenland, | stayed up nights
to absorb fully the parade of ship-dwarfing
icehergs gliding past my balcony. Off West-
ern Australia’s remote Ningaloo Reef, | forced
myself to bob around in the open waters of
the Indian Ocean (no life vest, the Aussie
way), dense with whale sharks and hump-
backs making their yearly 3,100-mile pil-
grimage south to Antarctica.

The Eswatini episode never recurred, but
I've had front row seats to various wonders
of the world. My quest is not unique—wit-
ness the trips and places featured in these
pages. Bragging rights play a role, of course.
As surely does the pursuit of parts unknown
encoded in our genes—always a little scary.

66 OCTOBER 2026 | TOWNANDCOUNTRYMAG.COM

T&C TRAVEL

Are You Remote-Ready?

Answer these 10 questions. The more yesses you check,
the better a candidate you are.

Are you okay if emergency medical services are
hours—or even days—away? k's the casain many
mountain, desert, jungle, poler, and backcountry
settings. (But keep inmind that a Global Rescue
mermbership can fill that "no 911" void, extricating you
incase of illness orinjury.) ©1 YES [0 NO

Can you bear losing touch with family and work
for a few days? SpaceX Starfink stil isn't available in
countries like Greenland and Namibia and is benned in
others, including China. You might need to endure
limitad connectivity via pricey SAT phone calls or
1,600-character Garmin InReach satellite text
messages. () YES (J NO

Can you survive out of a camry-on for a week or
more? Operators to many far-flung destinations fmit
bapgage allowance and weight. (School yourself in
the art of layering, and test your "waterproof” jacket in
the shower.) O] YES (] NO

Can you live au naturel? There will ba no hair salon
where you're going—maybe not even a har dryer.
] YES [J NO

Can you accept not being in control? Remote
expeniences are often unscripted, with conditions
dictated by Mother Nature. You may have no sayin

E
Extreme
Remote

2~

when and what you eat, what time you sleep or wake.
Workout devotees take note: Your own jump rope and
resistanca band will ikely be your gym. O YES [J NO

Are you comfortable using the facili-trees? An
outhouse can feel like a luoury when you're in the
middie of nowhese. (Enough said.) O] YES [0 NO

Can you play nice with strangers? Inmany remote
spots, you will be going off the grid with others.
Creating a new community at the ends of the earth can
be one of the best parts of a journey—but not for the
misanthropically inclined. [0 YES CJ NO

Are you okay with tin can-size planes? The farther

afield you go, the smaller the planes get—until you're
basically fiyingon akite. [0 YES (] NO

a chorus of wildlife? Where you're going, there isno
luliaby of sirens or urban chatter. (Apps can help: White
Noize Lite or Atmosphere work offline.)

O YES O NO

Are you open to being all shook up? Remoate
adventures take you out of your alement and can
change you. Somea compare the fealing to fallingin
love (justsaying). (0 YES [0 NO Jen Murphy

Racing in the winter
camel festival in the Gobl
/ Desert, Mongolia.

THE GREAT GOBI B PROTECTED AREA Mongola
It’s the world’s most sparsely populated coun-
try, a dramatic tapestry of steppes, dunes, and
mountains. Nomadic Expeditions’ new 15-day
Grand Traverse kicks off in Ulaanbaatar, then
heads north by private Cessna. Except for a
few nights in their Three Camel and Eagle

lodges, you'll sleep in an expedition-style ger,

sl
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picking up falconry from Kazakh eagle hunt-
crs, inspecting fossil digs at the Flaming Cliffs,
and riding along a stretch of the Silk Road.
In the B Protected Area, you may spot rare
specices of gazelle and wild horse. JM

DR. JONES BY WHITE DESERT Colombia to
Guatemala Since 2005 the expedition com-
pany White Desert, founded by polar explorer
Patrick Woodhead, has made the interior of
Antarctica accessible to nonscientists. It just
launched the Dr. Jones Col-
lection, bespoke itineraries
through South America in

a converted 1940s DC3 air-
craft that carries only 12 and can
land on remote airstrips. Personalized,
immersive adventures where few have gone
before. Departures available for 2027. KG

NKASA LINYANTI CAMP Namibia This sparscly
populated country can feel extraterrestrial:
dramatic orange sand dunes, pale clay pans,
bare rocks. And then there are the wetlands
of the even less visited 74,000-acre Nkasa
Rupara National Park, in the northeast,
lush and teeming with wildlife. This newly
opened six-tent camp from Natural Selection
(a collection of safari lodges with a focus on
conservation-driven tourism) lies in a private
concession; it’s like having Botswana’s Oka-
vango Delta to yourself. KG

THE DOLPO Napal Peter Matthicssen immortal-
ized this region in his 1970s classic The Snow
Leopard. Pelorus, founded by ex-British Army
officers and specializing in extraordinarily
hard-to-reach places, covers the same territory
as Matthiessen’s two-month expedition in 12

A .
.~. T

“ Everything about
this South American
journey rekindles
my sense of childish

wonder at the world”
— Parick Woodbead, White Desert

nights. You'll chopper from Kathmandu to
Mustang, acclimate at the Shinta Mani resort,
then head into the Dolpo for heli-assisted
Himalayan hikes, camping, and a chance to
track the snow leopard. (Note: The calamitous
August floods were nowhere near this area.
This trip is scheduled for 2027, and Nepal’s
cconomy relies on tourism.) JM

ULTIMA THULE LODGE Alaska Named for the
ancient Greek term for the unknown north,
this family homestead turned lodge, in
13.2-million-acre Wrangell-St. Elias National
Park, is 100 miles from a road (you armive
by chartered plane). Cabins are rustic-luxe,
but the real luxury is access to this spectacu-
lar wilderness via a Super Cub, a tiny plane
with oversize tundra tires that can land just
about anywhere. You can now do pre and post
nights at Thule’s new offshoot, Great St. Elias
Station, a Scandi-meets-Last-Frontier lodge in
the historic mining town of McCarthy. JM

Extreme-ish

Adventure, but with a big
dose of daily luxury.

NIHI ROTE Indonesia It’s a long way to Rote,
the most southerly island in the Indone-
sian archipelago. But it’s worth it for the
Bali-esque beaches, surfing waves, and this
new 21-villa hotel—sister to the IYKYK
adventure-plus-luxury Nihi Sumba (two
charter flights away). It’s pioneering in its
way, with a nonprofit hospitality academy for
the Rotenese that teaches them the skills of a
trade their island has barely begun to see. JM

YTRI ISLAND RETREAT Norway Husoy isn’t
exactly convenient. To get there from New
York, it’s a flight to Oslo, a 10-hour layover,
another plane to Bodo, then cither a five-
hour ferry or an hourlong helicopter ride.
But all that is forgotten when you arrive at
this 38-room hotel. Explore Husoy or some
of the 500 other islands in the Tracna archi-
pelago with excellent guides, try local deli-
cacies (whale carpaccio!), take a cold plunge
into the Norwegian Sea, or buy traditional
sweaters from right inside the homes of #>




local artisans. You might plan a trip here to
get away from it all, but what's really wait-
ing at the end of the world you know is an
entirely different one you're about to fall
for. Adam Raibe

Pretend
Extreme

You'll feel far away.
But you won't be.

DOMAINE DE MURTOLI Corsica It’s the un-
hotel: a ,000-acre organic agricultural estate
with miles of wild coastline, beaches, forest,
hills, and scrubland, over which are scattered
20 17th-century stone shepherds” houses and
mansions turned villas (all with hotel services).
Even the new 10suite “hotel] A Mandria di
Murtoll, is spread out like a village. Ride, hike,
kayak, fish in perfect solitude, then dine at the
raved-about Table de la Ferme. KG

FLOCKHILL LODGE New Zealand Dramatic grog-
raphy often makes getting to the country’s
renowned lodges an ordeal. This 36,000-acre
working sheep station in the Southern Alps,
with an original homestead and seven new
minimalist villas, is an 80-minute drive from
Christchurch. Be active or just get lost in the
views; you won't see anyone until mealtime. JM

EHA Estonia This year-round Nordic-minimalist
wellness retreat on Hilumaa Island (eight
suites, three forest cabins, and a Michelin
Green-starred chef) feels like another world—
on the Baltic sea, in a UNESCO biosphere
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KILCHOAN ESTATE Scotland The terrain of the
Knoydart Peninsula, accessible only by boat or
an arduous multiday hike, is often referred to
as Britain’s last great wilderness. At the newly
opened 13,000-acre Kilchoan Estate, owned
by Christoph Henkel (the latest in his Dun-
ton Destinations collection), you can wild-
swim, fish, hike empty trails, or boat to nearby
islands to view golden eagles, puffins, and
scals. And then repair to five restored stone
and timber cottages with roaning fires, Ital-
1an furnishings, Scottish textiles, a spa, drams
of whiskey, and meals at the Long House_ /M

SONGTSAM HOTELS China Geopolitics not-
withstanding, Americans are heading to
China (tenth-most foreign arrivals in China
in 2026). If you've done the BeijingXian-
Shanghai circuit, the remote calls: Yunnan
and the Tibetan cultural regions. Songtsam,
founded in 2000 by Tibetan documentary
filmmaker Baima Duoji (Songtsam Lodge
Shangri-La, in his hometown, was the first),
is one of most innovative hotel groups in Asia,

“ Sometimes,
you want no one
around and
a Michelin restaurant

15 minutes away.
Philip Haslex, French Promise

reserve, bathed in silvery northern light. But
there are two flights daily from Tallinn, and
it can be easily reached by helicopter from
Helsinki. In winter the sea freezes over—you
can drive to the mainland. KG

respectful of Tibetan traditions and provid-
ing a consistent level of comfort across the
country’s farthest culturally significant cor-
ners. There are now 20 properties, glamp-
ing sites, lodges, and larger hotels, of which
the newest is Linka Kunming, a gateway to
Yunnan. Remote Lands will organize the right
itinerary. KG

TRINCHERA RESERVE & LODGE Colorado You
can battle the crowds in the national parks
of the west—or have a vast swath of wilder-
ness all to yourself on this 172,000-acre private
property in southern Colorado that spans six
ecological zones. Formerly used by a handful
of hunters, it has recently been opened to the
public by its new owner, conservationist Louis
Bacon. The 16-room main lodge is decorated
with original Navajo rugs and prized artworks
(including western landscapes by Maynard
Dixon); there are houses for more seclusion
and backcountry outposts for off-the-grid over-

nights. The property’s telescopes are power-
ful enough to reveal neighboring galaxies. JM

GEAR UP

These soon-i0-open ousposis
offer sull more ways w get
losi in space.

SINGITA ELELA Botswana Big
safari world news: Singita's first camp
in Botawana is the camp reimagned:
eight private minicamps on a legendary
420,000-acre concession in the
Okavango Delta. DECENBER

KAZAZIAN SIWA Egypt The cult
place to stay in this magical oasis

is Adrére Amellal. But Kazazian's new
nine-suite hotel promises private

air access. Otherwise, getting to Siwa
requires a charter or an eight-hour
desert drive from Cairo—which doas
have its charms. FARIY 2007

SETTE CAMA ECO CAMP Gabon
The country has something very rare
in Africa: major, unusual wildlife
(surfing hippos, beach-walking forest
elephants) in landscapes devoid of
National Park, this camp's site, and his
Earth Fund pledged $30 million for
the area’s conservation. ANUARY 2007

AWASI Patagonia The lodge's two
naw architecturally bold Cenit villas
are designed to make the peaks

of the Torres del Paine seem part of
their interior. IANUARY 2027
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THE OPAL, LIBRA'S BIRTHSTONE, IS NOT BAD LUCK—IT INTENSIFIES EMOTIONS AND ROMANTIC TIES.

BY KATHARINE MERLIN

LIBRA
SEPTENBER 24-OCIOBER 22
Ocwober sians off on a
nose of crossed signals
and %imawutg::d
it may nos be wniil
the new Moon of the
106k shar you'll be
able 1o clarify ihe path
abead. Redefining your
role and your process
will lead you gvna:w
direcuions, and with
Mars and Jupiter in
she pare of your char
thar conmects you 10 the
wider world, you'll be
in the mood 10 blaze
new rails.

LE VIAN (334,043,
LEVIAN.COM

ARIES

MARCH 21-APRNL 20

The new Moon in
Libra means that
close associations will
be geting on a new
track, and Mars in Leo
is leading you roward
bold, innovative proj-
ccts. You may need to
rethink cerain finan-
cial plans, and the full
Moon of the 26th is
slated 1o reser your
compass, but you
could find yoursclf
on a different wave-
length from ochers at
month’s end.

MARGOT McKINNEY,
MARGOTMCKINNEY.COM

SCORPIO

OCTORER 24 -NOVEMBER 72

Your strength of char-
acter and powerful
will are likely 10 be in
evidence as October
begins, and it might
be wise 1o avoid siep-
ping on toes. A bit

of private time will
FESCT YOUT COMPass

as Ocrober unfolds,
and with fortunare
Jupiter ax the wp of
your solar chart along
with aggressive Mars,
it’s time to command
new territory and pur-
sue your dreams.

EDEN PRESLEY ($3,400),
HDENPRESIEY.COM

TAURUS

APRIL 21-MAY 21

Change is in the air,
so don't be a stub-
born Taurus: Make
an cffort to adape.
With Venus wirn-

ing rerrograde on the
3rd, certain issues
espeially personal
ones—may need 10
be put on hold unil
mid-November, but
forunarc Jupiter’s
POSILION CNSUTeS pos-
itive outcomes. The
full Moon of the 26th
brings emotions o
the fore.

SIEVIA FURMANOVICH [36)50),
BERGDORFGDODMAN.COM

SAGITTARIUS
NOVEMBER 73 DECEMBER 21

You feel thar
you're facing road-
blocks as October
begins, but it’s time
10 reevaluare your
objectives and asso-
ciations. With lucky
Jupiter now in Leo,
faraway destinations
beckon, as do fresh
advenuures. Live and
learn should be
moco. And aﬂcr}:‘:
23rd a period of intro-
version will guide you
in the right direction.
VAZANA AT TOMFOOLERY
LONDON ($4,700),

| TOMFOOERYIONDON. COLK

GEMINI

MAY 22-JUNE 21

Mercury, your rlm
cary ruler, will go
out of sync on the
241h, s0 try 10 accom-
plish as much as you
can before delays
ensuc. Both creariv-
ity and social fun are
accented this month,
and Mars is intensi-
fying the impornance
of speaking up and
reaching out. New
jects and plans
a?l) dcm.md':non:
scrutiny and rescarch
toward month's end.

BROOKE GREGSON ($7,770),
ERDOKEGREGSON COM

CAPRICORN

DECEMBER 22- JANUARY 20
With Venus and then
Mercury going out

of sync unul mid-
November, be ready
10 put plans on hold.
Capricorns arc intrin-
sically cautious and
practical, and your
ability 1o weigh the
odds and wiscly assess
situations will

called into service.
Affer the 16th you'll
begin to gain the clar-
ity you need 1o get on
a more secure path,
especially financially.
TIFFANY & CO.,

800843 2069

CANCER

JUNE 22-Juty 22
Conflicis of inter-
est are likely 1o test
your loyalties carly
in Oaober, and the
new Moon of the
10ch is abour sorting
our your prioritics.
It’s ime to be more
aggressive in demand-
ing whar you're due
and crearing condi-
tions that make you
fecl more secure. Near
month's end, explore
your opdions and
cngage in some au-
cial face-facing.
CICADA ($21,0001),
CICADAEWEIRY.COM

FOR ADDITIONAL READINGS BY KATHARINE MERLIN, GO 30 TOWNANDCOUNTRYMAG. COM AND KATHARINEMERLUIN.COM

5 g
AQUARIUS
JANUARY 21-FEBRUARY 19

‘The way the plan-

ers are behaving this
month means that

i’s difficult 10 make
important decisions
or respond 1o chal-
lenges. Being absiracy
and intellectual,
Aquarians have the
ability to rise above
and 3cwrly observe.
And with Jupiter and
Mars in your oppo-
site sign of Leo, you're
wise 1o let others have
their say and delay
crucial decisions.

OSCAR HEYMAN ($120,000), ‘

OSCARHEYMAN COM

LEO

LY 23-AUGUST 22

You have a very strong
will, which may

lcad 10 some testy
moments this Octo-
ber. Aspeas involv-
ing powerful Pluto
indicare thar your per-
spective will inevita-
bly shift, so ry o be a
bit flexible and learn
as you go. The plan-
eis also indicare thar
lifestyle issues will

be in the air, and the
full Moon of the 26th
brings intense emo-
tions to the fore.

PISCES

FEERUARY 20-MARCH 20

Work and enthusi-
asm about new plans
and projects will pro-
pel )5::1 onward J:is
month, even though
a certain amount of
disharmony is in the
air. Partnerships and
financial arrange-
ments demand more
scrutiny, especially
ncar the 10ch.

the full Moon of the
26th, do an abour-face
and rethink cernain
plans and belicfs you

recently entertained.
IRENE NEUWIRTH ($12,780),

AUGUST 24-SEPTEMBER 23
Jupiter’s presence

in Leo means ic’s
important 1o wne
into your inner self.
The question of whar
you value and how
w0 achieve your goals
is floating in the air
this month, and the
new Moon of the
10th promises to be a
wming point. With
Mercury our of

from the 24th umil
November 13, you're
beuer off delaying
crucial decisions.

SYLVA & CIE ($11,125),
TINYGODS.COM
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